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Summary 

This report discusses the results of an archaeological woodland survey undertaken 

on behalf of Yorkshire Water at their property of Lower Laithe Reservoir within the 

Metropolitan Borough of Bradford, West Yorkshire.  Over an area of 3.6 hectares, 

twenty two previously unrecorded features of archaeological and historical interest 

were identified and catalogued for the purpose of both updating the historical record 

of the region; and to highlight any recommendations for the future management of 

the property. 

The majority of the features recorded during the February 2017 survey related to the 

post-medieval enclosed landscape of the Sladen Beck valley, consisting principally 

of drystone wall enclosure boundaries, as well as the historic route of Waterhead 

Lane, a primary lane from Standbury, south over Haworth Moor. 

When taken in context with the wider landscape and the cultural significance of the 

Bronte Sisters from neighbouring Haworth, the preserved pattern of enclosure on the 

property could be deemed as of national significance. 
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1.0 Introduction 

This report has been compiled as part of the Celebrating Our Woodland Heritage 

project.  This three year project (2016-2019) is jointly funded by Yorkshire Water, 

Heritage Lottery Fund, Green Bank Trust and Newground Together and aims to 

identify record and interpret the historic environment of woodlands across the South 

Pennines (National Character Area 36 ï Natural England, 2014). 

Led by Pennine Prospects, the project recognises as a result of a desk-based study 

óHidden Heritage of the South Pennine Woodlandsô (Brown, 2013), that é ñnumber 

of sites recorded on the HER (Historic Environment Record) does not represent the 

true nature of the surviving archaeological resourceò.  The report highlighted that this 

underrepresentation (and general lack of knowledge) was the primary threat to 

woodland archaeology. 

The Celebrating Our Woodland Heritage project therefore seeks to enhance the 

historic record for woodland across the South Pennines by means of a structured 

programme of archaeological walkover surveys.  Where appropriate these surveys 

will provide the opportunity for members of the public, heritage and youth groups to 

engage and contribute towards the investigations. 

Archaeological features to be recorded within areas of woodland can represent the 

whole of human history and use of the landscape.  Features relating to the woodland 

itself can include historic or veteran trees; woodland boundaries; charcoal burning 

platforms; storage platforms; cottage sites; trackways and mills.  Features may also 

predate the current woodland and represent prehistoric-medieval field boundaries; 

settlement sites or stones such as Bronze-Age cup and ring carvings. 

The information collated during the field surveys will be deposited in the form of an 

archaeological report (CIfA, 2014) and digital record to the landowner and the 

regional Historic Environment Record.  This data will not only guide future research 

into the region, but also support and promote the preservation of the historic 

environment as a part of any future management programmes within woodlands. 
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2.0 Location and Geology 

 

Figure 1: Location of Lower Laithe Reservoir in relation to the wider region. Contains OS data © 

Crown copyright and database right (2017) 

The Yorkshire Water Property of Lower Laithe Reservoir is located at NGR 401197 

436826 at the foot of a steep-sided side valley from which the Sladen Beck flows into 

the River Haworth to the northeast.  Lower Laithe Reservoir is located within the 

parish of Haworth, Cross Roads and Stanbury part of the Metropolitan Borough of 

Bradford, West Yorkshire. 

Overlooking the reservoir from the north is the village of Stanbury.  To the south the 

reservoir is overlooked by a pattern of rectangular post-medieval enclosure and the 

farms of Intake Farm and Near Enfield Side.  Beyond the largely pastoral landscape 

to the south is Haworth Moor. 

The survey was undertaken in two distinct areas, an area of woodland to the 

northeast of the reservoir (North Property; NGR 401467 437066) and an area of 

woodland to the south (South Property; NGR 401235 436667).  The North Property 

consists of an area of 1.38 hectares and consisted of a mixed conifer and deciduous 



 Celebrating Our Woodland Heritage Lower Laithe Reservoir: 
An Archaeological Woodland Survey 

 

Report No: PP12/170717  6 

woodland.  The site is bound to the west by the Reservoir Road and reservoir 

overflow; Sun Lane to the north; a drystone wall to the east and the canalised course 

of the Sladen Beck to the south.  The landscape immediately to the east, north and 

west of Property North is recognised as under the Entry Level and Higher Level 

Stewardship Scheme (ref: AG00607252, Natural England, Magic 2017).  The North 

Property woodland is listed on the Woodland Priority Habitat Inventory for England 

2014 (Magic, 2017). 

The South Property is bound to the north by the Lower Laithe Reservoir wall 

(surveyed feature Site No.16); to the west, south and east the property is 

demarcated by a mixture of drystone wall and timber fence lines.  A public right of 

way traverses the southern edge of the South Property before veering south to 

connect with Haworth Moor and the course of the Bronte Way footpath.  The mixed 

conifer and deciduous woodland covers an area of 2.29 hectares.  Immediately west, 

south and east the enclosed improved grassland pastoral landscape is recognised 

as under the Entry Level and Higher Level Stewardship Scheme (ref: AG00332915, 

Natural England, Magic 2017). 

Haworth Moor to the south forms part of the South Pennine Moors and is identified 

as a Sites of Special Scientific Interest (ref: 106648, Natural England, Magic 2017); 

Special Areas of Conservation (ref:  UK0030280, Natural England, Magic 2017) and 

Special Protection Areas (ref: UK9007022, Natural England, MAGIC 2017).  To the 

southeast and east is the registered Country Park of Penistone Hill (ref: 1442998, 

Natural England). 

The solid bedrock consists of the Millstone Grit Group.  The Millstone Grit Group 

comprises mudstone, siltstone and sandstone formed approximately 316 to 327 

million years ago in the Carboniferous Period. A period in which the environment 

was previously dominated by swamps, estuaries and deltas.  The superficial geology 

is recognised as glacial till (diamicton) deposited during the quaternary period (BGS; 

2017). 

Soil within the area of South Property is described as freely draining slightly acid 

loamy soils and suitable for range of spring and autumn sown crops; under grass the 

soils have a long grazing season (Cranfield University; 2017).  Within the North 

Property soils are recognised as slowly permeable seasonally wet acid loamy and 
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clayey soils.  The soils are here are mostly suited to grass production for dairying or 

beef; some cereal production often for feed. Timeliness of stocking and fieldwork is 

important, and wet ground conditions should be avoided at the beginning and end of 

the growing season to prevent damage to soil structure (Cranfield University; 2017). 

 

Figure 2: Location and extent of the of the Lower Laithe Reservoir survey areas (outlined in red).  

Listed Buildings are also displayed. Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right (2017). 

© Historic England [2017]. Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 

[2017].  The Historic England GIS Data contained in this material was obtained on 16th August 

[2016]. The most publicly available up to date Historic England GIS Data can be obtained from 

HistoricEngland.org.uk. 
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3.0 Historical and Archaeological Background 

3.1 Historical Background 

There is no mention of Lower Laithe or the neighbouring villages of Stanbury and 

Haworth at the time of the 1086 Domesday Survey.  The nearest reference 

concerning a settlement was that at Oakworth, in the Hundred of Craven located 

2.5km to the northeast.   The record describes the settlement as in the lordship of 

Gamalbarn in 1066, but by the time of the survey it was held by King William.  The 

settlement supported one carucate (120 acres/48.5 hectares) of taxable land (Morris; 

1986). 

Place-name evidence indicates the name of the neighbouring settlement Stanbury 

derives from the Old English óstän burhô to mean óstone fortificationô (Smith; 1961). 

 

Figure 3: Excerpt of the County of York Surveyed in (1772) MDCCLXVII, VIII, IX, and MDCCLXX 

Engraved by Thomas Jefferys (Sheet V). The site of Lower Laithe Reservoir lies within the valley 

extending west from Howorth and south of Stanbury.   Copyright © The British Library Board 

The County of York Survey by Thomas Jefferys (figure 3), published in 1772 is one 

of the first detailed surveys depicting the landscape and pattern of settlement around 

the site of Lower Laithe Reservoir (although the site itself is omitted).  The valley in 
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which the reservoir is located is depicted to the south of the settlement of Stanbury 

as is Haworth (Howorth), located to the east.  Of particular interest are the six 

rectangular structures located on the opposite side of the valley, to the south of 

Stanbury.  Presumably at least two of these represent the farms of Near Enfield Side 

and Intake Farm.  In addition the course of the Sladen Beck is also recorded. 

It is not until the publication of the 1847 Six-Inch Ordnance Survey (figure 4) that the 

pre-reservoir landscape inparticular its pattern of enclosure along with settlement is 

depicted.  Both the survey areas of North Property and South Property consisted of 

enclosed pastoral farmland at this date.  Of particular note is the location of 

Waterhead Lane (the lane traverses the eastern edge of the survey area South 

Property), a substantial trackway that extends south from Stanbury linking the farm 

of Smith Bank with Intake and providing subsidiary access to the farm of Lower 

Laithe located along Sladen Beck to the northeast.  Beyond Intake Farm the lane 

provided access to Haworth Moor an area of common. 

 

Figure 4: Excerpt of the Yorkshire 200 Ordnance Survey Six-inch England and Wales, 1847 map 

depicting the pattern of enclosure and settlement prior to the construction of Lower Laithe Reservoir in 

the early 20
th
 century.  Copyright National Library of Scotland  
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The landscape remains relatively unaltered by the time the 1893 First County Series 

Survey is published (figure 5).  Each farm in the valley continues to be in operation 

and in some cases appear to have expanded, such as Intake Farm and Dale Moor. 

 

Figure 5: Pattern of enclosure at Lower Laithe Reservoir reproduced from the 1893 First County 

Series Survey. Copyright Pennine Prospects 

The largest change to the landscape is evident from the 1921 First Revision First 

County Series (figure 6) by which point the construction of Lower Laithe Reservoir 

had commenced.  A substantial area of field enclosure had been removed from the 

landscape, as well as the farms of Lower Laith and Smith Bank.   

The Sladen Beck had also been managed at this date and although not indicated on 

the map, it is likely the reservoir dam had been constructed, as the outflow weirs had 

been constructed. 

Lower Laithe Reservoir is depicted as complete on the 1934 Second Revision First 

County Series Survey figure 7).  It is by this date that the southern extent of the 

South Property is enclosed along with its northern limit, as the reservoir property wall 

had been constructed.  Divisions relating to the earlier pattern of enclosure within the 
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area of South Property remain however, despite the introduction of a mixed conifer 

and deciduous plantation within the west of the site. 

The completion of the reservoir also witnessed the closure of Waterhead Lane, as 

the route was now impassable.  In its stead the Reservoir Road had been 

introduced, which provided access to Stanbury from the southeast over the dam. 

By this date the boundary of the North Property had also been established.  In 

contrast to the South Property, the earlier pattern of field enclosure had been 

removed and replaced with a mixed woodland plantation consisting of ash, 

sycamore, conifer and holly.  At the foot of the dam to the south of North Property 

the filter beds and sand beds along with a reservoir had been established within the 

vicinity of Dale Moor farm. 

 

Figure 6: Pattern of enclosure at Lower Laithe Reservoir reproduced from the 1921 Second Revision 

First County Series Survey.  Copyright Pennine Prospects 

The final changes to the landscape had occurred by the time of 1967 First National 

Grid survey (figure 8).  The remaining half of South Property had been planted with 

mixed woodland, but continued to preserve the earlier pattern of enclosure.  In 


